Current strategies in diagnostics and endocrine treatment of patients with childhood craniopharyngioma during follow-up--recommendations in KRANIOPHARYNGEOM 2000.
Craniopharyngiomas are rare dysontogenetic malformations. As the survival rate after craniopharyngioma diagnosed during childhood and adolescence is high, prognosis and quality of life (QoL) in survivors mainly depend on adverse late effects such as hypopituitarism and obesity. Appropriate laboratory diagnostics of endocrine deficiencies and sufficient hormonal substitution have significant impact on prognosis and QoL. In order to evaluate and standardize diagnostic and therapeutical strategies in childhood craniopharyngioma the prospective multicenter surveillance study KRANIOPHARYNGEOM 2000 was initiated for patients diagnosed with craniopharyngioma during childhood and adolescence. We are reporting on current strategies for laboratory diagnostics and endocrine substitution in patients with childhood craniopharyngioma recruited in KRANIOPHARYNGEOM 2000.